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VoDG Residents, 
Your Village Council has made great progress on replacing our 40 + year-old Police Station and 90+ 
year-old Village Hall. As we all know, they are in below-average condition, past their useful life and not 
designed for the way we operate today. Solutions have eluded us for too long but we now plan to begin 
construction this fall!

The plan calls for construction of a combined Police Station and Village Hall on the current Civic Center 
property. Space will also be included for District 58 administrative offices - a partnership we hope will 
add value to our shared constituents. 

The new building will include distinct spaces for each entity, as well as shared spaces like a new Council 
Chambers for public meetings and community activities. There are more Facilities Plan details on page 
four of this edition of insideDG.

Mayor 
Robert T. Barnett

Betty Cheever became the first woman to be elected Mayor of Downers Grove in 1983. Although she 
passed in January 2021, she left a record of service and commitment to the community that should serve 
as a model for us all. Her appreciation for the value and importance of resident input were honed by a 
longstanding commitment to civic life.

In 1975 prior to serving as Mayor, Betty Cheever was elected the first woman to serve as Village 
Commissioner, having served as Plan Commissioner for eight years prior. From Plan Commissioner 
through Council Member to Mayor, Betty served our community for 32 years. During her tenure as 
Mayor, the Village moved to Lake Michigan water, partnered on the establishment of Lyman Woods, 
conducted a Total Community Development planning process and established the Downtown TIF. 

Frankly, much of what we hold dear in our Village is a function of the more than three decades of 
stewardship and leadership Betty gave to Downers Grove. She was in every sense a servant leader.  

Isrel served in the 121st United State Colored Infantry, achieving the rank of first Sergeant. At the end of the 
war he moved to Downers Grove and became friends with abolitionists Israel Blodgett and Samuel Curtiss.  
In 1874, Isrel was one of the signers for the petition of incorporation for the Village. 

Additionally, your Village Council has unanimously directed our design team to make the most of opportunities to demonstrate our 
shared goal of reducing or eliminating the negative impacts of such a facility on our environment. The environmentally sustainable 
features proposed include, solar panels, permeable pavers, enhanced mechanical systems, rain gardens and bioswales,green roofs and 
native landscaping. 

The Village Council is looking forward to continued progress on this important project. Be sure to visit the Facilities Plan page at  
www.downers.us for updates.

Betty Cheever

Such an investment needs to not only serve us well, but demonstrate our values and priorities. At the March 8, 2022, Council Meeting, 
the Village Council supported two proposals specifically naming the new council chambers as Betty Cheever Chambers and the 
entryway plaza as Isrel Blackburn Civil Rights Plaza.

The entry plaza to the new building will be named in honor of Isrel Blackburn, a Civil War Veteran who moved 
to Downers Grove after the war. Isrel was born into slavery in Kentucky around 1818. Although ultimately freed 
by Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, it was not that straightforward for our brothers kept as slaves. In 1864, 
plantation owner John Balmen received compensation for giving Isrel to the United State Army for enlistment. 
Under Section 24 of the Conscription Act of 1864, slaveholders in states not in rebellion could be compensated by 
the U.S. Government for slaves who enlisted in the Union Army.

Isrel Blackburn, born a slave, served this country in repudiation of slavery and then became a successful land 
owner and raised five children largely in Downers Grove. An entry plaza named in his honor is a concrete and 
permanent statement that Civil Rights is our first calling as a Village government. When future generations 
approach their government in the new facility, they will walk through a physical reminder of what we think  
is important. 

Isrel Blackburn
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 Facilities Replacement Plan 

The Village is preparing for the construction of a combined Civic Center facility, which will be the new home of Village Hall,  
the Police Department and the administrative offices of Downers Grove Grade School District 58.

Additional information about the Facilities Replacement Plan is on the Village website, downers.us. 

Proposed 
Facility

Located on the west side of the Civic Center property, 
this combined facility will provide modern work 
spaces that will allow for efficient and effective 
interactions between employees and with customers. 
Plans also include shared spaces for a variety of public 
meetings and community activities, including a multi-
purpose Council Chambers. 

The facility will complement other Downtown 
structures and serve as a welcoming presence for 
residents and visitors. 

Exterior features will include public plazas, pedestrian 
walkways and native landscaping. Visitor parking will 
be onsite, as well as areas designated for employees 
and official Village vehicles. 

The phased construction is scheduled to begin this August with the closure of the eastern leg of Burlington Avenue and the demolition of 
Commuter Lot L. The Police Station and Village Hall will remain open throughout construction. Upon completion, Police Department and 
Village Hall operations will move into the new facility, making way for the demolition of the existing buildings. The final phase of the 
project includes the sale of a portion of the Civic Center property to a private developer.

With a total project budget of $59 million, the new facility is expected to be substantially complete by early 2024, without the need for 
additional property taxes. Proceeds from the sale of a portion of the Village property and the resulting property tax revenues will assist in the 
Village’s efforts of paying for the project through a proposed Tax Increment Financing District.

The proposed plan for the Washington Street intersection will eliminate the eastern leg of the intersection, streamlining the traffic flow and 
improving pedestrian walkways. A variety of environmentally sustainable features are proposed: 

Possible environmental considerations. Washington St./Burlington Ave. intersection.
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Meter Size Current  
Fixed Charge

Fixed Charge 
AFTER  

July 1, 2022
** 5/8” $13.72 $14.95

** MOST single family homes have a 5/8” meter. Similar increases will go into effect for other 
meter sizes. 

Water Rate Increase
An increase to the Village’s water rate and bi-monthly fixed meter charge will appear 
on bills received AFTER July 1, 2022.  The new rates for 2022 are as follows:

Customer Current   
WATER Rate

Rate AFTER  
July 1, 2022

Customers within  
Village limits

$6.33 per unit $6.57 per unit

Customers outside Village 
limits (Unincorporated)

$7.26 per unit $7.53 per unit

Preserving History:  
Daily-Black House
The home at 735 Maple Avenue has been 
designated as a Historic Landmark based 
on criteria that the property represents the 
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural 
style. The home was constructed sometime 
between 1892 and 1895 and represents the  
Queen Anne architectural style.

Queen Annes were largely constructed of wood 
clapboard or wood shingles. A wide,wood trim 
was used to transition between different materials.
One of the most notable features of this style is 
the use of asymmetry, often achieved through the 
use of a steeply pitched, cross-gabled roof and 
cylindrical towers. Notable design features also 
include ornate porches that include spindlework, 
balusters and pediments. 

The home was constructed on a stone foundation 
and still has the original wood clapboard siding. 
The upper peak areas have wood shingles and 
include the original gingerbread (filigree) and 
spindle ornamentation. Multiple wood bandboards 
are present throughout the structure.  
 
Asymmetry is achieved through the use of 
the two-story bay window and the addition to 
the multi-gabled roof. Additionally, the house 
includes a side porch with spindles and balusters. 
Several of the windows are original and double 
hung.  Furthermore, original stained glass 
windows can be found on both the front and 
back of the house. Other features of note include 
the original and well-maintained carriage house 
that matches the color and style of the primary 
structure.  

If you are interested in landmarking your home, 
please contact the Community Development 

Possible environmental considerations. 

Social Services Referrals
When faced with a crisis, people often recognize that professional help is needed, 
but may not know where to find services to meet their needs. 

The Village recently launched a Social Services  
Referrals webpage. These services include mental  
health, substance abuse, housing or homelessness,  
domestic violence, child/elder abuse, or sexual abuse.

Our full-time Social Worker can help those in need of referrals navigate the 
various resources available.  
 
Heather Lippe has a Master’s in Social Work from the University of St. Francis, 
Joliet, and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Benedictine University, Lisle. 
Your requests, inquiries and referrals will be kept confidential. 

She can be reached at 630.434.6894 or hlippe@downers.us 

Do you want to take charge of your water use and lower your monthly water bill?  
Did you know that there is a way for customers to  
monitor their water usage and analyze the data in  
real-time? 

Register today for the FREE app WaterSmart,  
which  allows customers to view daily water use,  
set up alerts to notify of unusual activity and  
receive customized recommendations on how to save water and money.

Register at downers.us/res/water.

Get Hooked on WaterSmart



insideDG 6 downers.us

OUTDOOR EMERGENCY SIRENS 
The purpose of the sirens is to alert those who are outdoors of the threat of danger, either due to weather conditions or a national 
emergency. If you are indoors, you may not hear the siren.

SIRENS ARE JUST ONE TOOL TO WARN THE PUBLIC

• Be alert to changing conditions when severe weather threatens.
• Monitor weather reports via NOAA weather radio, broadcast radio or television stations.(NOAA radios can be purchased at retail 

stores or online.)
• Keep an eye on the sky.
• Know when and where to seek shelter.

• Keep an emergency kit in your shelter area.
  
WHEN WILL THE SIRENS SOUND?

• Sirens are TESTED year-round in Illinois on the first Tuesday of 
the month at 10:00 a.m.

• Sirens will be ACTIVATED under one or more of the  
following conditions: 
 
1. There is a confirmed sighting of a tornado headed for our  
    community. 
2. The National Weather Service has issued a tornado warning for our community or an adjacent community. 
3. There are confirmed reports in the community of life threatening storm damage and wind.

 
WHEN YOU HEAR A SIREN, PLEASE DO NOT CALL 9-1-1  

TO GET INFORMATION

Communication lines must remain free to respond to emergency reports and dispatch police, fire and emergency services where needed.

• The siren sound means Take Shelter Now. Do not ignore it.

• The emergency is NOT over when the sirens stop.

• There is NO “All Clear” siren. Monitor a weather radio, local TV station or visit www.weather.gov for the latest on the location  
of the storm.

• Multiple siren activation indicates an imminent impact.

In Illinois, on any given week we could see blue skies, thunderstorms and drastic changes in temperature. The changing weather is second 
nature to many of us, but as the calendar flips from spring to summer it is important to not become complacent about severe weather.  
Do you and your family have an emergency plan know what to do?

Where to Find More Information About Emergency Preparedness?

DuPage County Office of Homeland Security  
and Emergency Management

www.protectdupage.org

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency
(FEMA)

www.ready.gov

National Weather Service
www.weather.gov

Ready Illinois
www.ready.illinois.gov

Let’s TACO’bout YOUR Plan for Severe Weather
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Independence Day Parade
The Village is excited to bring everyone together to celebrate once again! The Independence Day 
Parade will be on July 4, 2022 and will kick off at 1:00 p.m., beginning at Downers Grove North  
High School at Main St. between Sherman and Grant.  The parade travels south on Main Street, 
ending at Burlington Avenue/tracks

What Makes You “Proud to Be DG?”
Maybe it’s the awesome parks, quality schools, historic 
places, sense of community......whatever it is, show your 
interpretation of the theme  PROUD TO BE DG in your 
parade entry. 

Join your friends at the fireworks display, brought to you by the Village of Downers Grove, Village of Woodridge and City of Darien.The show 
starts at approximately 9:30 p.m. There are several parking lots in the area of 75th Street and Lemont Road to park and enjoy the show.

Savannah Harmon will headline the Independence Day Parade as Grand Marshal. Savannah 
and the Women’s USA Olympic Hockey Team won the silver medal in the 2022 Beijing Winter 
Olympics. As a native of Downers Grove, she is excited to head up the procession. 

Did you know that fireworks are illegal in Downers Grove and in Illinois? The Downers Grove 
Municipal Code mirrors that of the Illinois State Fireworks Code, which means that firecrackers,  
bottle rockets, cherry bombs, and the like are prohibited. Though one can easily purchase fireworks 
legally in adjacent states, it is illegal to bring them home across the border. 

Any person convicted of an offense shall be subject to a fine of between $75.00 and $750.00.

Legal firework novelties such as sparklers, fountains, snakes, party poppers, and ground spinners, 
marketed as “safe,” still possess dangers. For the period July 2 to July 5, fireworks injuries make up 
about one quarter of emergency room visits. 

The risk of fireworks injury is more than twice as high for children ages 10-14 as for the general 
population. 

Children as young as two years old are commonly handed sparklers which reach temperatures of 1,200 to 1,800 degrees, hot enough  
to cause third-degree burns, yet adults underestimate the dangers. 

For a July 4 that’s both exciting and safe, leave the fireworks to the experts and take the family to a professional outdoor display. 

Fireworks Safety 



 
 

SNIPPETS
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WATER CONSERVATION  
Each year from May 15 to September 15, residents can use outdoor water based on an even/odd system. The last digit of an  
address determines the day. If an address ends in an even number, the resident can water on even numbered calendar days; if the address ends 
in an odd number, the resident can water on odd numbered days. Outdoor water can be used between 4 a.m. and 11 a.m. and  
4 p.m. and 11 p.m. on your watering day. 
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WATER QUALITY REPORT 
The annual Water Quality Report (WQR) contains important information about the source 
and quality of your drinking water during 2021. The WQR is required by the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), in accordance with the 1996 amendments to the Safe Drinking Water 
Act. High quality, safe drinking water is an essential resource and, as indicated in the WQR, the 
quality of the water provided by the Village meets or exceeds all state and federal standards. Visit 
http://www.downers.us/WQR to view the annual Water Quality Report.  
 
If you would like a paper copy mailed to your home, please call 630.434.5500. Copies are also 
available at Village Hall and the Public Works Facility, by request.  

All Downers Grove residents are welcome to apply and will receive confirmation when 
their application is received.

Applications will be kept active for two years from date of receipt.  
The Mayor and Village Council will review applications when vacancies occur.  
 
Please submit your application by July 1at downers.us.

The Village is in need of people interested in serving on one of the many Boards and Commissions.

We Need People Like You 


